place on record the fact that it was on Sir Salar Jung's earnest and strong
advice that the Nizam maintained a neutral attitude and had nothing what-

o

ever to do with the insurgents* The result was that the Deccan and
Southern India remained tranquil; the British were able to concentrate
their attention on Hindusthan and Northern India and, in a word, India
was saved for the British, , It is no idle or boastful claim that the House of
Salar Jung saved India from chaos and centuries of unmentionable woe, and
that with it was associated, as the final and ultimate authority, the House of
Asaf Jatu These Houses saved India not merely for Great Britain, but saved
her for herself; yet how many of us ever think of these great and signal
services rendered at a time when the country was in the very vortex of a
tremendous maelstrom ?

ATTEMPT ON HIS LIFE

On account of the attitude he adopted during the Mutiny and the
counsel he gave to his sovereign, a most determined attack was made on his
life on the 15th of March 1859, by a Rohilla named Jehangir Khan, who:
point blank discharged at him a carbine loaded with slugs but providentially
without effect The assassin was almost immediately cut down by the
Nizam's guards.

BRITISH GOVERNMENT'S THANKS

With the establishment of peace and tranquility in the land, came
the time for Government recognition of the valuable services rendered by
Salar Jung. The Supreme Government, in a formal letter dated February
1839, acknowledged his services and intimated that the fidelity, courage
and fairness with which he had discharged his duty to the Nizam and the

British Government, and opposed the counsels of those who would have
brought disgrace and ruin upon His Highness, were highly appreciated and
entitled him to the most cordial thanks of the Government of India. As a
token of their high regard, the Government presented him with British
manufactures valued at Rs. 30,000 at a special durbar held on the 5th
October 1861.

DEATH OF THE NIZAM

In February 1869, His Highness Afzal-ud-Dowlah died after a reign
of twelve years. The infant prince, Mir Mahbub AH Khan, who was then
under three years, was at once placed on the masnad, the formal ceremony
of installation taking place on the 16th March 1869. As His Highness was
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